
Battles of the American Revolution 
Name:       
 

Objective: Students will research a battle of the American Revolution 
and create a newspaper article of the event. 
	  
Directions: Follow the steps below to complete the assignment. ALL 
materials must be kept in your GREEN folder and turned in on the due date 
for full credit. 
 

Step 1: 
Choose a Battle: All members of your group should have a different battle. 
Be sure to circle your choice below. 
 
Lexington and Concord      Bunker Hill 

Quebec         Long Island 

Valley Forge (Winter)      Battle of Trenton 

Princeton         Saratoga 

Yorktown        White Plains/New York 

Step 2:          score total:     /10 
Research your Battle: You will go to the link below and research your 
battle using the provided links. Complete the criteria below while 
researching. 
 

1. Use 1 primary source. 
2. Use 1 or more secondary sources. 
3. Complete the guided notes questions. (Separate Sheet) 
4. Properly cite the sources you use. (Separate Sheet) 

	  
http://wcgiglio.weebly.com/l10-battles-of-the-revolution.html 

	  
Step 3:         Score Total:  /10 

 
Rough Draft: You will construct a newspaper story of the battle you have 
researched using the parts shown in the How to Write a Newspaper 
Worksheet and below.  Follow the rubric provided for other specifics. This 
is a Rough draft and does not need to be perfect but should have the 
required information. This can be completed on lined paper. 
 
 Required Parts 

1. Headline 
2. Byline 
3. Placeline/Dateline 
4. Lead 
5. Body (Pyramid Style) (Extra Credit for completion of handout) 
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Rubric 

Category 5 4 3 2 1 
Content 
(10 pts) 

The student did an 
excellent job at 

using both a 
primary and one 

or more secondary 
sources to give a 

real life 
interpretation of 
the battle in their 

news article. 
Citation of the 

primary source was 
used. 

Both primary and 
secondary 

sources were 
used well in the 
article to give a 

real life 
interpretation 
of the battle.  

The student 
appears to only 
use one of the 
two types of 
sources to 

create their news 
article. It does 

however have an 
accurate 

interpretation 
of the real 

battle. 

The student 
appeared to use 

wither a primary 
or secondary 
source when 

writing the news 
article but lacks 

a real life 
interpretation 
of the battle. 

The students’ 
news article 

does not 
appear to 

incorporate 
the primary or 

secondary 
sources. News 

article is 
written 
without 
factual 

information. 

Layout & 
Organization 

(5 pts) 

Student included 
all required 
elements of a 

newspaper article. 
Headline, Dateline, 
Byline, Lead, Body. 

Student left out 
two or more 
parts of the 

requirements or 
did not complete 
them correctly. 

Student left out 
three or four 

required parts of 
a newspaper 

article or did 
not use them 

correctly. 

Student 
accurately used 

one of the 
elements in a 

newspaper article. 
The rest were 

either not 
included or 

misused. 

Student did 
not follow 

the guidelines 
of writing a 

newspaper 
article and did 
not consider 
the important 

parts. 

Creativity & 
Accuracy 

(5 pts) 

The student wrote 
a highly creative 
and historically 
accurate news 
article of the 

battle. Students 
used detail and 

factual 
information to 

create a complete 
picture of the 

battle. 

The student was 
somewhat 

creative in the 
construction of 
their newspaper 
article and gave 
mostly accurate 

details of the 
battle. 

The student put 
an effort into 

creating a 
creative 

description of 
the battle but 

lacked accuracy 
in their 

description. 

The student was 
either not 
completely 
accurate in 

details of the 
battle or failed 
to be creative in 
their description. 

The student 
did not put 

creativity into 
their 

newspaper 
article and 

lacked 
accurate 

details of the 
battle. 

Spelling & 
Grammar 

(5 pts) 

The student had 
little to no errors 

in spelling or 
grammar. 

  The student has a 
couple minor 

errors that are 
consistent 

through the 
article (Spelling 

of important 
words, 

punctuation or 
capitalization of 

words). 

  The student 
has multiple 

errors in 
spelling and/or 

grammar. 

 
Total points:      /25 

 
 

Step 4:          Total points:     /5  

 
Peer Review: You and another classmate will peer review each other’s news 
story.  Follow the peer review worksheet to complete this. It is ok to write 
on the rough draft to fix grammar and spelling, make suggestions or 
corrections. You will Use the peer review feedback to construct your final 
in step 5. 
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Step 5:         (see score under rubric) 
Final Article: Use the suggestions that your peer reviewer made to 
construct a final product of your news article. Use the rubric provided to 
ensure all required parts of the article are completed accurately. A Sample 
final exemplar is provided. 

 
 

 

Step 6:          Total score: /20 
Newspaper construction: You will construct a final product that 
includes all of your group member’s news articles. Sample layouts are 
provided. If a student from your group did not complete their article you 
may construct a final without them. Those who do not complete this part 
will lose credit. 
 

 
 
 

Total score:      /  70 
	  


